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T~ | Riel’s Relatives Mingle |
—il\ With 1885 Veterans Who
Fought Under Middleton

LBlg Reunion Held at Waka,w Boucher, Reeve
| Of St. Louis R. M., Says Batoche Scene of
First School in N.W. Territories

Special to the Star-Phoenix Mnn!lobu  aldorman, and prosident | |
i ly years|of lon Natlonale Matisee
attae the el Babeltion, Teiatiies of| Saint Joseph, and secretary of the
| Lois 2uel soba leactep who, yas) Mabts Hisiocical Sociely of Mani-
h Hegina for the part he|tobs, saw the actions of Riel
phwed m eFmishes in Sabkatche:| inapired by the sehel chiel’s love for
, Indians and Melis to| the Metis, In Riel's mind, the wel-

Lot with white. mon who fought | fare Of the Motis was foremost, the
under General Middleton met today Enenker asserted,
at Batoche, where Riel staged his did not lead his followers |
ool yrere, R 000 Sisitors| againat the Britisn flag, for his
attended the fiftieth anniversary | forces carried a banner Which to

e
getting to attend spectal masses| Nault asserted. The flag carried the
gung in the Roman Catholic| Union Jack emblem together with

urch.

Proccedings, for the day were
opened with_ High Mass, said in the | French and British in Canada, the
Batoche Catholic Church by Father| speaker asser
Robert and by Father Boucher of _Other speakers were Father Bou-
|8 Louis. I’ the church grounds| cher of St. Louls, Father Robert

Stande s monument erected {0 the| and Father Brunet of St. Boniface
Imomory' of those who fell in the|who brought eveeiings from the
four.dny battle waged at Batoche| Bighop of St Bonitace

ot omore. Bel, o S Vital, Mani-

EAT BUFFALO ME:
Buffalg meat, suppiied b by m Do-
minion Government, was fare | Mr:
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from distant points, he fold of the
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- Gaiic churen “parisn  under| Tucker, ‘all of Stamelie: and Vi
| Father  Moulin. . At" Batoche, the| Nault, of Strose du Lac tai
speaicer stated (ng fist school I

Northwest Tormitories” was
built. Today the school was known. rJ- B

5“%5
5




ATOCHE, Sask. (CP) —
this patch of glevated prai-
the breeze comes out of
ere to make the trees

rom the floor of the South
Katchewan River valley it
hes up the steep banks to
ke the aspens tremble and
efly disturb a tranquillity
t has prevailed for more
n three-quarters’ of a cen-

y.
erenity, close on the heels
chaos, came fo this platea
years ago this week aiter
. Metis, people of Indian
| white  ancestry, made a
al, bloody stand over land
his. The rebellious half-
oeds, Ted by Louis Riel, lost
. fight, and both the people
d the place began a long
irney into obscurity.
What
 Bebellion i< 3
ekttt tory, now a
useum. Rifle pits dug by the
efis have been obliterated
, the plow as have many of
e trenches made by militia
lts under the command of
aj-Gen. Frederick Middle-

LEADS FOR NOTICE
nlike many; national his-
ric sites, Bafoche is almost
forgotten place, and when
, wind comes up it seems to
ead for someone to sit up
d take notice of what once
appened here. But Batoche is
 the beaten track which
ads 50 miles south to Saska-
on, and visitors are scarce
xcept on warm summer
eckends.
The Battle of Batoche began
fay 8, 1885, and ended four
ays later. It was a climax to
\any years of agitation by
ie Metis to, have their pleas
or land ‘ownership
ized.
The area was_seitled about
870 by Meiis discouraged at
ttempts to solve their land
roblems in the Manitoba Red
iver Colony. In 1884, with
ettlers pushing farther west
the Metis found
jlar_situ:

eir~land,

: and _atte
ave  the ipial o

Canadiaa - govern-

teacher who ha
em at. Rea, Rivere, o 14

ME FROM EXILE
banished from Capada
ug Powhic

B W

remains here of the’

recog- ,
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Riel's commander-in-
chief, Gabriel Dumont, were
waiting in ambush at Fish
Creek.

Ten soldiers and 11 Metis
were killed in the ensuing bat-
tle and Middlefon held up his
advance for two weeks to
await supplies - and reinforce-
ments and to arrange evacua-
tion of wounded soldiers.

When Middleton did arrive

Metis - ha
fence system of rifle pits and
trenches commanding all

entrances to-the settlement.
The first day of the battle
the militia, with its_artillery
and famed Gatling’
use in Canada for the first
time—didn’t budge the rebels.
The second -and third day
were_egually ﬁcanclusive bt~
i1 e -8 1ers

My
low.on ammiunition, and
within two hours Batoche was
captured.

REVOLT WAS OVER

The Northwest Rebellion
ended then and there. Middle-
ton reported eight dead and 46
wounded on_his side and 51
Killed and 173 wounded in the
Metis camp. Dumont’s figures
of 12 Metis killed and three
wounded are considered more
correct. -

Riel ‘surrended to three of
Middleton’s scouts on May 15
On Aug. 1 he was found guilty
of treason and Nov. 16 died on
the scaffold a the mounted
police barracks in Regina,

The wily Dumont cluded po-
lice and soldiers and escaped
to Montana. He liter returned
unnoticed to Batoche, where
he died in 1905,

Today, mot far from the
large stone which marks Du-
mont’s_grave, the _rectory and
the church stand much the
same as they did in 1885. Bul-
let holes are visible on the
front of cach building,

In 1885 about 258 persons
ived at Batoche, but now only
10 occupy two short rows of
houses e

)

m are.children.

A school hich once accoel':-

modated 50 children was

closed five years ago,

FATHER WAS IN IT

GOne of the residents is

‘mehgrgg I;:Ion, 70, whose
r, Barthelie, fc

thﬁ Trhehellion. edlhon
ere used fo be lots of

people here.” he said in hic

b Y e S S - e
the children g0 to school they
go away to the cities and they
get. good wages.”

He doesn’t know much
about what happened dur ing
those four days in May
because, he said, when he was
young he didn’t care.

“I was never interested be-
fore. If I had known, I would
have taken down stories from
the old people. But now
they're all gone. I's too late.

“Now we hear a story here
and there. IS no-use to re-
peat these when we-don’t
know.”

Said Ed Bruce, a Metis who
is officer-in-charge. of the site:

“It seems that after the bat-

~atle they all stopped _tal
Py S e =
MORE VISITORS COME

Things are _beginning _to
change once again at Batoche,
The federal government,
which owns part of the site, is
negotiating to buy portions of
the battlefield owned
farmed by the handful of resi-
dents and outsiders.

Ten: years ago_next month
Batoche was dedicated as a

historic site, and Mr. Bruce
said the number of visitors is
increasing ecach year. Also,
more and more school groups
are coming to e site in
May and_June.

He says 300 to 500 persons
sometimes visit _the grounds

Sunday. Somé of them wander
through the fields and now
and then pick up relics—
mostly spent bullets.

However, Batoche stil
leaves the impression that it
is forgotten—both as a part of
Canada and as @ part of Cas
nadian_history.

r. Bruce disagrees.

“It’s not forgotten,” he said,
casting an eye towards the
grassy depressions that_once
were Middleton’s _foxholes.
“I¢1l never be forgotten.”
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If you were a schoolchild any-
where in Ontario in the early
18707, you will remember  how
Louis Riel was pictured to you as
a scowling, dark-visaged, savage;
bloody, murdering. half-breed re-
bel. In Toronto we felt more
closely. the horror of the Kkilling of
Thomas Scott at Fort Garry. The
Scotts were Toronto people. Tor-

| onto was a small town then, " in

comparison with the great city it
is today.

Among the present writer's
boyhood memories are Twelth of
July picnics in the Queen’s Park
in Toronto. ‘During the speech-
making the bandsmen used to lie
on the grass with their instru-
‘ments about them, in the shade of

ila spreading maple or horsechest-

nut tree, listening to the speeches

| and keeping an eye on the small

boys who were trying to sneak

near the big drum_and _fake 2

Al
was vehement and sincere, and
<was listened to intently by the
assembled ‘Orangemen. Staunch,
true-hearted people they were,
they and their wives, good neigh-
bors and strong partisans. If you
had their friendship, you had it
for always. Religious liberty was
the theme of the speechmakers.
What more inspiring theme could
a speaker have! Religious liberty
means the right to differ, the right
to dissent.  So does political 1ib-
erty. All progress comes from
this right and this freedom. Where
it is not, people sink into sheep-
minded subjection to despotism

!]and absolutism.

Memories of those speeches in
Toronto came into the present
writer's mind one right a few
weeks ago, when he was at a meet-
ing of the Metis Historical society

at the old home of Louis Riel in
St. Vital on the bank of the Red
River. He remembered how Riel
was pictured to him in Toronto
long ago. And there came mtn his

W. J. Healy, Provin

ernments and the shameless greed
of speculators”), it was caused by
official blundering and neglect to
do the right thing. Of Riel's part
in both, there is no room here to
write. ~Of Riel himself, Arch-
bishop Tache wrote years later
that “he was gitted with brilliant
qualities 6f hea¢ and heart, but of
an insensate pride and unbridled
ambition; which poisoned his in-
telligence.”

At that meeting in the old Riel
house in St. Vital a few weeks
ago Samuel A. Nault, president of
the Metis Historical society, hand-
ed to the present writer as a gift
to the Provincial Library a-bound
copy of the “History of the Metis
Nation in the Canadian West,” a
stout book of 452 pages, Which,
after more than twenty years
since it was begun; has been pub-
lished this summer. It is a book
which tells the whole story of the
| people of mixed French- Canadian

Dood tarthesesto I
is.in’French. Mr. Nault and his
associates hope to be able eventu-
ally to publish it it: English too.
1t will live as a bdok of real im-
portance in Canadian history.

Among the things Which at dif-
ferent times have beén given to
the present writer for this Library
is a copy framed finder glass of the
sheet of paper issued as an extra of
the Regina Leader on Nov. 17,
1885—the account, of the execution
of Riel that morning, written by
the gifted Nichoias Flood Davin,
MP. Under the glass-is @ lock of
Riel's hair, which Father Andre,
who was with Riel on the.scaffold,
gave D. W. Bole, oné of the wit-
nesses of the execution. (Mr. Bole
in 1904 was elected M.P. for Win-
nipeg, which had ‘only one mem-
ber at that time.) The trial book,
in which Judge Hugh Richardson
made his notes during the trial of
Riel, is also in the Library, with
the brief and notes of the cele-
brated B. B. Oslér, Q.C., who was
of Crown counsel in that trial, a
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The Ill-Starred Louis Riel

| Librarian.

death cell to Judge Richardson,
and a letter he wrote to J. W.
Taylor, United States consul in
‘Winnipeg, the night before he was
exécuted. There is room here to
mention only one more of the
many things relating to Riel which
are in the Library. It is the com-
plete file of “The New Nation”
(the only one in existence), the

remarkable” weekly —mnewspaper
published by Riel's - “provisional
government” . during the = nine

months of its rule in Fort Garry,
which ended with- the. arrival of
the troops under Colonel Wolseley
on Aug. 24, 1871.
PR

Riel fled from Fort Garry that
morning, in a driving rain. Cap-
tain Huyshe, who was Colonel
Wolseley's chief-of-staff, records

in his narrative, that the next day |
a traveller arrived at Fort Garry |
who told of meeting Riel and two|

of his colleagues on the trail. They

d crosscd the Red River on o
| ratt they made of logs and fence
rails tied with their braces and
neck-ties and some. of their gar-
ments. Riel lost one boot in the
crossing. They had nothing to
eat but a few dried fish they got
at & farm house. Riel said to the
traveller: “Tell them that he who
ruled in Fort Garry only yester-
day is now a houseless wanderer
with nothing to eat but two dried
suckers!” With his sense of drama,
we may well believe he would de-
claim the words in a tone and with
a pose and gesture befitting a his-
toric scene. He would feel him-
self a youthful Lear, standing
drenched on the blasted heath and
smiling a wry smile at . the dice

which  Destiny had thrown
against him.
Birthdays

Dr. Chester Martin, Toronto, Qn

born St. John, N.B., June 22, 1882

John Bracken, Winnipeg, born
Hohlivivitie, Ont. June 2, 168

John McRae, Winnipeg; born Bea-
1862
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’ er told about Riel by Mrs. Cowan and |
., Mrs. Black and Miss Bannatyne
‘jand others of the women.whas. 2
‘|'decade ago still survived from the
old era in Red River. They re-
membered Louis Riel as he was in
his early twenties. They said he
was a handsome youth, with fine
eyes and a curly mop of hair and
an excellent opinion of himself.
He was a romantic figure on a
horse, and meeting them he would
sweep off his hat.with a gallant
bow. Of a family notable in Red
River for three generations (his
father, a Louis Riel, too, “the mill-
er of the Seine,” had been a lead-
ing figure in the agitation for free
trade in furs), young Riel had
.|been at college in Montreal, he
-/ had lived two years in the United
States, he was a public speaker
eloquent in both French and Eng-
lish, and he knew also how to
talk- agreeably and interestingly
to young ladies. He was a poet,
.ibut hardly a Shelley. Some of
1e | his verses are in this Library.

o .

‘€| His twenty-fifth birthday was
n|Oct. 24, 1869. A few days later,
d|on Nov. 3rd, as leader of the dis-
0| contented element in Red River,
-| he marched into Fort Garry and
-l established his. “provisional gov-

e Sa—"

ng:
-{hold. The developments of “the
Red River insurrection” followed
fast. Riel was not the instigator
of all that trouble. Like “the
North-West insurrection” in 1885
(of which Laurier said at a meet-
ing in Montreal on the Sunday
following the hanging of Riel at
Regina: “Had I been born on the
banks of the Saskatchewan I would
myself have shouldered a musket
to fight against g¢he neglect of gov-
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